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Research Summary:
Philosophy in Andalusia: Its Emergence and Origins

In an attempt to trace the history of the cycles and paths of the global
philosophical heritage, and to map its stations west and east throughout the ages, the
most important question for our research emerges: When and how did the first
philosophical precursors appear in Andalusia? How did their emergence crystallize?
What are their characteristics and most prominent paths? And what are the currents that
emerged from them?

With a qualitative shift, philosophical activity, stemming from scientific
enthusiasm, began a steady revival and increasing interest in Andalusia. At a time when
the countries of the Islamic East witnessed a stagnation in creative philosophical
innovation, we find that Andalusia entered an era of flourishing scientific activity that
generated the impetus for philosophical outputs! This was precisely at the end of the
fourth century AHftenth century AD and the following centuries, the fifth and sixth
AH/eleventh and twelfth centuries AD.

There are two paths that contributed to the scientific and philosophical activity in
Andalusia: The first is the path of the trade of Eastern books, which was full of vitality in
collecting books; despite the strict position of the Maliki jurists towards philosophy, a
flood of rare books and manuscripts from the East began to pour into the cities of

Andalusia with a high smoothness and a rapid pace.
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The Andalusians eagerly embraced it, to the point that they engaged in a frantic
race to acquire what was being written in the major cities of the East (Khorasan, Persia,
Iraq, and the Levant), before its spread was recorded in the cities of the East! As for the
second way, it was the exchange of knowledge students between the lands of Andalusia
and the countries of the East, which directly influenced the flourishing of science and

philosophy among the Andalusians.
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